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G NATCHING the ;baton: ex ended o benefits from a crime is itself proof
- 403 jast spring by the'provocativefinal = ok participation.Inthe hands of a malis.
‘ peport-of Seit. “Frank’ Churel’s Select +~ cious prosecutor or, say, & House Com-

*“Jommittee on Intelligence Operations, ' Inittee on Un-American Activities that e

" the House of Repr_esentatives' has re-" _‘-j'-sezirch can be the c:cgasxon'i r consi-

* solved, 285-t0-65, t0 investigate the pos- derable mischiefs ot A ’
-sibility for is it the probability?) of con- -+ Indeed, one peed go no further that v
" spiracies to assassinate Pregident Ken-; the Church Commiitee report, “The In-

. nedy and Martin Luther hing Jrinizi o 7 vestigation -of - the .Assassination” of
“ 7.1t is pot yet clear how open thémew President o F. Kennedy,” both t0.
~inguiry will'be to the, possibility th at:'; understand what has fired Rep. Down- -

“there was ‘nota codspirarcy Sthough ing's suspicions and to se the mischie:

« - rémarks by Tep. Thomas:N. Downing ; vous temptaticns awaiting fhe nes in-

/(DVa);schairman of “the new Select iyestigation.
" Coramittes, suggest that he may have.’

5 : On its surface, that report 15 4 model |
7 settled that~matter in his-own Tind: - Of reasonable; provocation, The com-
“¢n thé case of President Kennedy,” he’. { mittde, it says, has not, yeviewed the
“told the ‘House,™ T arn ‘convinced that “‘question”of the guilt ot innocence of
_there 'was '3 conspiracy. involved. T do . Lee Harvey Oswald. Nor, it adds em-
~'pot know the-identjty of the conspira- ~° hitically, has the committes found -
“tors-or their motives. That ‘should be ~ any evidence of 2 conspiracy to kill the
investigated in depth.”” - A President. ' What the comimittee has
The idea of copspiracy, of course, is ---found is new evidence which was el
qotoriously vague even asa legal con- ther unavaiiable or deliberately with-
- cept. Satisfying the cOmmOn S€n3€ that ~ held from the Warren -Comumission : .
something and somebody besidés‘ the ":. and from those people in the'FBI and '
- perpetrators- of crimes . are -often re-l CIA“who were cooperating in the in-
sponsible for those criraes, the search”, ‘vestigation, evidence suggesting the | .
for conspiracy also tempts the investi-. . presence in 1963 of powerful'motives :
~ gator into supposing that sympathy for - -fora ‘possible conspiracy: revenge per- i
A, e "' haps for.Mafiarelated and other CIA ° .
R L I s ~ . plos to assassinate Castro; ibhe hatred .
;* Cohen, a prof essor. of - Amiefican . iof Kennedy in certain- apti-Castre cir-
. studies at Brarﬂeis-University;.is’_ the & gles.© s 57 I E
! quthor of "Conspiracy Fever,” to be: '
 published next year by Macmillan. . |
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